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Phil Young 

Director of Missions 
KCAB Church Contributions 

KCAB is a network of churches  
living out God ’s mission to connect 
people to Christ and His church.  

KCAB Church Contributions 

75% of KCAB churches were financial partners in 2018 

joining together to live out God’s Mission 

“But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, 

in complete earnestness and in your love for us—see that you also excel 

in this grace of giving.” 

    2 Corinthians 8:7 

450,000 people are living in Knox County 

    19%  identify as “Active Christians” 

     80%  are identified as “Nones” or “Dones” 

   360,000 are not actively connected to Christ & His Church        

     At our 2018 Annual Meeting of KCAB churches this past October, we shared a  
powerful video of how churches throughout our network are living out God’s mission.   
In case you missed it, you can see that video at https://www.kcab.org/who-we-are  

     Our desire is that every KCAB church will be actively living out the grace of the 
gospel and sharing the gospel of grace. Live it Out! has become the focus for our  
Association of churches. Yet even more specifically, my heart is that we would begin 
to live out God’s mission together . . . united with each other in strong relationships 
and partnerships that move us toward this common purpose. 

For this dream to become a reality, we are working on key strategic elements that will 
enable every church to take on a missionary posture right in their own community.   

We are partnering with churches to:  

Explore their communities  

 Encounter the people 

  Equip the church 

   Engage w ith the gospel  

Our teams, committees, and ministries are putting a lot of energy into this strategic 
approach to assisting churches in becoming Ekklesia-Missio Dei: the church on God’s 
mission. 

As you read through this report, you will see specific ways that together we are  
reaching people in our county not connected to Christ and His Church.   
This Annual Report will give you a glimpse of why I am excited and honored to serve 
as your Director of Missions.  
 
The world we live in today is filled with significant changes and challenges – more so 
than at any other time in our lives.  Yet the Gospel we bring to those in this world is 
just as powerful to change lives as ever before.  That is why now, more than ever,  
we must Live it Out! 

     Grace and Peace! 

Phil Young,  pyoung@kcab.org 

https://www.kcab.org/who-we-are


 

KCAB Teams:  
We envision a day when every KCAB church is living out the grace of the 
gospel and sharing the gospel of grace.  Our KCAB Teams are focused on 
helping this vision become a reality.  

Church Leadership Team 
In addition to Learning Communities that focus on church leaders, the Church Leadership 
Team launched 3 new resources to nurture the personal and professional development of 
church leaders: 

 The Leadership Journey – a covenant-based learning community designed to enhance the  
personal and professional development of  church leaders  

 LEAD Talks – a series of Christian Leadership presentations given by local professional who  
exemplify Christian Leadership principles in their personal life and professional career. 

 LEAD Links -  providing leadership resources to KCAB church leaders in the form of book reviews, 
articles, podcasts, and connections with Christian leaders. 

Church Mission Team 
In 2018, the focus of the Church Mission team shifted to assisting churches in all matters  
related to the mission of the local church.   

 A major focus has been placed on church revitalization, with over 35 church leaders representing 
32 different churches engaged in the Church Revitalization Learning Community.   

 Plans were made to Launch a Missional Learning Community in 2019 

 A strategy process was designed to assist churches in developing a missionary approach to  
engaging their community with the gospel 

 Efforts are underway to connect KCAB churches in “training partnerships” that focus on  
evangelism, disciple-making, worship, ministry, missions, and prayer 

 Disaster Relief ministry mobilized 1000 volunteers for 25 emergency call responses, 6 natural  
disaster responses and delivered 3 tractor trailer and 4 box trucks of supplies to disaster victims. 

 Vacation Bible School and Bible Drill continue to place a primary focus on the next generation 

 KCAB partnership with Baptist Collegiate Ministries focused on engaging UTK students with the 
gospel and mobilizing students to be on mission around the world. 

Church Multiplication Team 
The Church Multiplication Team continued to strengthen the New Church Assimilation  
Process, create a network for church planters, and explore new ideas for ethnic and language 
church starts. 

 3 new churches joined the Association  

 3 new churches entered the Assimilation process 

 Partnerships assisted in re-construction of the Arabic Church building 

 Creating a pathway for KCAB churches to become “Planting” churches 

 Designing a Church Planter Assessment process 

Learning Communities 

 

Historically, strong fellowship and cooperation toward a common mission have  

characterized Southern Baptists.  KCAB still holds to these important principles.  

In building a Network of churches living out God’s mission, we must focus on strengthening 

relationships that move us toward a shared purpose.  One of the most effective ways for  

us to build these purposeful relationships among church leaders is through Learning  

Communities.   A Learning Community is basically a group of people who share common 

goals and who meet regularly to collaborate and learn from one another. 

Currently, over 105 KCAB Church Leaders  

from over 55 different KCAB Churches  

are connecting each month through various Learning Communities  
within the Association: 

 

Pastors Learning Community – a peer-based learning community designed to enhance 
the personal and professional development of pastors who are leading churches 
to live out God’s mission in an ever-changing culture 

2nd Chair Leaders Learning Community – a peer-based learning community designed  
to enhance the personal and professional development of leaders who are not  
currently serving in the role of lead pastor 

Church Revitalization Learning Community – a peer-based learning community  
designed to enhance the leadership capacity of pastors and lay-leaders  
who are leading their church thorough a process of revitalization 

Church Planters Learning Community – a peer-based learning community designed  
to address the spiritual and practical challenges leadrs face when planting and  
developing a new church start. 

Missional Learning Community – a practical learning community focused on learning  
and applying the principles of being on mission that our missiaries utilize on  
the field.  Application will be made as to how we can use these principles in our 
own communities and context 

The Leadership Journey – a covenant-based learning community designed to enhance  
the personal and professional development of church leaders. 

 

            Don’t miss out!     If you are not connected with other KCAB Church Leaders,  
consider connecting through one of the Learning Communities offered each month. 

 

Connections Luncheons – Strong relationships are essential in nurturing the spirit  
of fellowship and cooperation among KCAB Churches and Church Leaders.  
Throughout 2018, monthly Pastors Connections Luncheons brought together  

pastors from 86 of our network churches. 



 
Montgomery Village  
Baptist Center 

 
A Place of Refuge and Renewal…. 
  

I recently experienced an afternoon that reminds me of why we do what we 

do. A young man came to my office who had been released from jail three 

months ago. We have maintained contact since his release and he has been 

working, supporting his family and following the Lord very closely since his  

release. He just stopped by to tell me what a joy it is to live life in the presence 

of the Holy Spirit as opposed to the life he had previously lived! He said,  

“I literally get ill when I think of what I’ve wasted, but I’m thrilled at what the 

future holds in Jesus!”  

 He had not even left my office before another man stopped by who  

recently completed a drug rehab program we had been able to place him in. 

He, too, had received Christ during this experience. He wanted us to know that 

he was back with his wife and children and, together, they were connected 

with a local church and were starting over in a new home with Christ at the 

center of their lives. I rejoice in the knowledge that, because of the work that 

we are allowed to share, people are experiencing Christ in real and tangible 

ways that sustain and stabilize them and their families. Your participation with 

us makes this possible!   
Tom Hodges, Montgomery Village Baptist Center Director 

mvbaptistcenter@gmail.com 

8,300 Food Bags/Meals provided 

 Volunteer on Tuesday or Thursday for the Community Market 

 Become an after-school volunteer by engaging in tutoring, Bible study and activities 

 Lead a Bible study for adults  

 Assist with transportation, job searches, and appointments 

 Volunteer to help with the food and clothing ministry  

Monday through Friday or by donating items 

13,700 clothing items distributed 

10 Bible Studies  

held each week 

500 presentations of Bible teaching 

500 Volunteers from 25 churches 



Western Heights Baptist Center  

 

Inward, Outward, Upward…. 

It’s all about HOPE.   

Years ago my wife and I had the opportunity to purchase a house from a church that had 
used the house as an outreach ministry to serve the poor.  They had named the ministry 
and house “HOPE HOUSE”.  It was not uncommon for years to come, that people would 
come to the house looking for that ministry and I would have the chance to share Jesus 
and share Hope with them.  We enjoyed living in that house for many years despite the 
frequent visitors looking for some clothing or shoes.  It often gave us opportunity to 
share HOPE with all who came.   

Hope is one of the greatest gifts we can share with others.  The Baptist Centers could  
also be called “Houses of Hope”.  The Lord told us to be a city on the hill (Matt. 5:14).   
The Baptist Center at Western Heights is literally a city on the hill.  We work diligently with 
the help our faithful volunteers and supportive churches to share HOPE with all who 
cross our path.  Sometimes its when we go out into the city and sometimes its when they 
come in for services.  We are actively engaged with people day after day with a very old 
plan.  Share Jesus and share HOPE.  Our success is simple.  First of all, we provide help 
where help is needed.  By providing those physical resources to our neighbors we fully 
convey our love for them.    Secondly, we share Jesus by teaching and preaching to  
anyone who will give us a chance to speak.  Thirdly, we remain faithful to the call in  
Matthew 28 to go make disciples.  We work with 80-100 children and youth each week to 
build up those kids with a steady flow of spiritual nourishment.  Being intentional brings 
the results we are all looking for in our ministries.   

Thanks for another great year of working with Knox County Baptist and the faithful  
servants of the Lord.  We strive to please the Father and fulfill his call in our life.   

Shannon Washam, Western Heights Baptist Center Director 
baptistcenter@aol.com 

 Volunteer on Tuesday or Thursday for the Community Market 

 Become an after-school volunteer by engaging in tutoring, Bible study and activities 

 Lead a Bible study for adults  

 Assist with transportation, job searches, and appointments 

 Volunteer to help with the food and clothing ministry  

Monday through Friday or by donating items 

17,490 Food Bags/Meals provided 

2,069 Senior Adults served 

86 Children in after-school program 

21 Professions of Faith 



 
Project Knox  

CityReach 
 
 

Connecting Churches for God’s Mission in Our City…… 
  

Philippians 1:3-5    3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always in every 

prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 5 because of your partnership 

in the gospel from the first day until now.  

    Knox County Baptists, I give thanks for the partnerships that God has brought 

our way in 2018 thru Project Knox and City Reach.  One of the true ways we live 

out God’s grace and working in our lives is partnering together to serve and  

to encourage one another.  Church helping church. Believer helping Believer.    

Churches came from across town, across the state and from other states to 

walk side beside KCAB churches and ministries.   

     As we ‘Lived Out’ the gospel of grace in communities all across our county,   

together we saw lives impacted and changed.  This Fall we saw a new  

partnership begin to form with the Mississippi Baptist Convention Board.   

As we look forward may we continue to partner and network together to share 

God’s grace and message of salvation till all within Knox County have heard.  

Bonita Wilson Project Knox Coordinator 

 projectknox@kcab.org 

32 Churches/Ministries 

served by teams  

25 Volunteer Teams  

560 Total Volunteers   

Partner with another KCAB church 

 Host a Backyard Kids Club 

 Conduct a Sports Camp or ESL Camp 

 Connect with a school in the community 

 Prayer Walk a local neighborhood 

 Assist with minor construction needs and repairs 

This year brought to a close our partnership with the TBMB for CityReach  

Knoxville.  With Knoxville serving as the first CityReach city to mobilize churches 

from across Tennessee to be on mission, the CityReach partnership will  

continue in the Tennessee metro areas of Nashville, Memphis, Chattanooga  

and Clarksville for two-year overlapping periods of service.   

Project Knox will continue to connect churches on God’s mission, partnering 

churches from out of our area to serve in KCAB churches and ministries. 



 

Nations & Neighbors 

 
 

Connecting Churches with Nations….    

 
All across Knox County our church members are reaching out to connect to their  
neighbors and internationals living among us.  Churches across the city are ministering 
through ESL classes, driving lessons, cultural exchange, craft classes, summer camps and 
many other outreach ministries among internationals.   
One third of our churches are involved in demographic studies or mapping of their  
immediate community to know who lives there and how to connect with them showing  
Jesus’ love, grace and salvation.   
After completing our second Mapping Training, we used church members and volunteer 
teams to begin a long term project to map all of Knox County.  Mapping is not just a 
study of online demographics, but also involves believers getting out into the community 
to engage people in conversations, build relationships and share the gospel.   
We want to connect others with God’s grace and hope so that every person in Knox 
County has an opportunity to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  

  ‘Tee’ is one of those people living among us who does not understand who Christ is and 
His purpose for her life.  A believer has met her in her place of business at least once a 
month this year, exchanged text messages and continues to try and meet with her.   
‘Tee’ has an interest in learning what it means to be a Christian and is seeking but has yet 
to fully believe.  She says she needs to consider what all this means.   
What neighbor are you seeking to Live Out the Gospel with so that they to might consider 
the claims of Christ and one day know Him?   

Bonita Wilson, Nations & Neighbors Catalyst  
bwilson@kcab.org  

1500 prayer guides distributed for Spiritual Awakening  

  and organized prayer groups among local churches  

220 people in a prayer  

focus for the nations 

33% of KCAB churches have received  

demographic studies and training in mapping  
their communities to identify international communities  
and other pockets of lostness in Knox County 

 Volunteer in an ESL ministry 

 Adopt an international student or family 

 Prayer walk/drive strategic sites 

 Volunteer in a mapping outreach event 

 Partner with a church planter working among a People Group  

 Assist with renovations of church buildings  

 Befriend an international 

mailto:bwilson@kcab.org


 
Camp Ba Yo Ca 

 

A mountain experience  
that can change a life forever…. 

 

Camp Ba Yo Ca is a special community where people of all walks of life get the  
opportunity to experience Christ. Volunteers, Missionaries, Kids, and church groups are 
challenged to deepen their relationship with Christ.  2018 was a special year.  
We shared what it means to be rooted in Christ, and 53 people became followers of 
Christ.  Thank you for your prayers and support as we prepare for 2019.  
Our camp theme “life in Motion” will lead us to live it out daily in our lives. 
 
      
     
         “Aside from accepting Christ as my Savior, working at Camp Ba Yo Ca has been the single 
most influential thing I have done in my life. When I came to camp to work for the first time as  
a 16 year old, I had no idea how profound of an impact camp would have on me and my future.  
I came to camp on a whim the summer before my junior year because I had a friend that was 
working that summer, and I wanted to get out of the house. I also came to camp thinking about 
the good I could do, how I could help kids and how I could be a role model for them, but after my 
first week as a counselor, I realized that the life-changing ministry of camp was not just for my 
campers, it was for me.  
      Since that first summer, I have served in many roles at camp. I’ve worked on special activities, 
program staff, specialty camp staff, and in the office. I can say confidently that each year I have 
learned more about who I am and who God is. Through this ministry, I have learned confidence, 
leadership, organization, time-management and other practical life skills. More importantly,  
I have learned to read and study God’s Word, I’ve learned to talk to children and my peers about 
Christ, I learned how to share my testimony and lead devotions, and so much more. I have  
sacrificed time with family and friends each summer to invest in this ministry because I believe  
in it. I have seen the Lord work so powerfully in my own life through this ministry, and I have 

watched countless children come to know the saving love of 
Christ. Camp continues to have a lasting impact on me  
personally, and it has brought me many wonderful blessings.” 

Alan Snyder, Camp Director 

camp@campbayoca.com 

South Korea  
Camp hosted students from South Korea, 

sharing Christ and discipling them in their 

faith as they prepare to return to South 

Korea with the gospel message 

53 people became followers of Jesus Christ 

4,450 people experienced a 

Christ-centered summer camp  
or retreat experience 

85  decisions to renew their 

commitment as a Christ-follower 

 Minister to summer staff on Sunday night by providing a meal, worship,  
message, or prayer time. 

 Volunteer with our weekday ministry to kids in nightly worship, music, drama 

 Be a prayer partner/mentor for staff year-round through  

email, Face Book, phone, and face-to-face  

 Teach classes to campers and share your talents.  

Brianna Rittenhouse 


