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I was reminded of the words to the

song, Heart of Worship by Matt Redman which read:

I'm coming back to the heart of worship
And it's all about You, it's all about You, Jesus
I'm sorry, Lord, for the thing I've made it
When it's all about You, it's all about You, Jesus

It was these words, “I'm sorry, Lord, for the thing I've made

It”, along with the words in Malachi that made me stop and

reflect.  Has God been pleased with what we (I) have been

offering Him in our (my) personal and corporate worship? 

Have we had a few weeks with the “doors being shut” to give

us a chance to examine our hearts, and the heart of our

church?  Here’s a question worth asking: "God, is there

something about our (my) worship, and the fruit of our

worship as it impacts the way we live our lives each day, that

displeases you and needs to change?”

 

In recent days, we have started re-gathering as the body of

believers. As we do, perhaps this is one area where we do not

need to “return to normal”. Imagine how different it could be

if we returned offering our lives as a living sacrifice that was

holy and pleasing to God.  Imagine the impact if we truly

began to love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength;

and loved our neighbors as ourselves – all our neighbors.

Imagine what could happen if we acted justly, loved mercy,

and walked humbly with our God. It’s a question worth asking.

 

We have been praying for a spiritual awakening. Perhaps this

is the time when a mighty movement of God’s Spirit will

sweep across our county, our nation, and our world. We

encourage every church to form at least one prayer couplet or

group that will focus on praying solely for this movement of

God’s Spirit. Please let us know if your church is willing to join

others in our network in this united prayer focus. Please know

that I am praying for you.  Let me know how I can walk

alongside you in these unique days as we Live it Out!

                                                       

I am 59 years of age (insert your favorite “old person”
joke here – go ahead, I can take it!)  My dad was a
Southern Baptist pastor from the time I was born.  I have
been connected to the church all of my life . . .  and I
love His Church – God’s people living out His mission! 
Yet one thing I have noticed through the years; it is
common for people within the local church to be
divided among themselves – often on issues like style of
music, building décor, and dress code, and other
personal preferences.
 
Our nation is strongly divided today –perhaps as much
as any point in my lifetime. The issues that divide us are
significant, weighty matters.  Matters that impact
human lives and stretch the very fabric that holds our
society together.  Today, someone asked me this
question: “Where is the Church in all of this?”  Good
question.  Could it possibly be that we have focused so
much, for so long, on matters “within” the church that
divide us, that we have paid little or no attention to
matters that widen the gap between the church and our
ability to impact the society around us? 
 
In the early days of the COVID-19 Pandemic, I was in
conversation with my friend Claude King.  Claude is the
author of Return to Me: God’s Plea and Promise to his
Church. Claude has the uncommon gift of possessing
both a humble spirit and a prophetic voice. In our
conversation, Claude asked me if I had read the first
chapter of Malachi recently.  I confessed that I had not. 
He asked me to turn to that chapter and we looked at
Malachi 1:6-10. 

 In this passage, God expresses His displeasure with the
“polluted” sacrifices being offered to Him.  In verse 10,
the Lord speaks and says, “Oh that there were one
among you that would shut the doors, that you might
not kindle fire on my alter in vain!” In a deep spirit of
humility and a broken heart, Claude wondered aloud if
the doors of our churches had been shut to give us time
to consider what we have been offering to God.  He did
not say that the pandemic was a judgment, but that
simply we have been given an opportunity to examine
our heart of worship.
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Pray for Spiritual Awakening: Does your

church have a group or team that prays

specifically for Spiritual Awakening? If

not, prayerfully consider starting one!

Community Profiles: Our goal is by the

end of 2021 to have equipped each of our

churches with a community profile.
Engage 10/10: This initiative focuses on 10

pockets of lostness and 10 people groups
in Knox County that we want to focus on

to bring them the Gospel.

2020 probably has looked vastly different

than anyone thought that it would, but that

doesn't mean God isn't working and moving

in our community! Here are some ways you

can STILL get involved to help reach those

who do not know Christ or His Church: 

Help us prepare the next

generation for leadership in Christ.

We’d love to connect your high
school seniors with a BCM at their

campus. Simply email

shawes@tnbaptist.org with the

name, email, and college the

student will be attending.

Find our more by going to

http://www.utbaptist.org/b-

connected.html 

The year so far...Annual Church
Profile Q&A

Q: What is the Annual Church Profile? 

A: The ACP is a way to gather

information on churches in order to

strategize and celebrate the ways that

God is working in our state.

Q: Why should I fill out the ACP?
A: The ACP helps your church and the

Tennessee Baptist Mission Board to

understand important trends and

statistics that can help everyone more

effectively reach the lost with the Gospel.

Q: How do I fill out the ACP? 
A: It's easy! Your church will be sent a

packet to fill out and return to the

Association office OR you can simply fill

out one quick form online.

Q: When is the ACP due? 
A: The ACP is due NOVEMBER 1, 2020.

Please contact us if you need more time! To get started today, email bwilson@kcab.org



Praying for our
pastors

Jerry Baltimore // Little Flat Creek Baptist
Church
Marvin Carter // Lonsdale Baptist Church
Brandon Blair // Loveland Baptist Church

July 5-11

July 12-18

July 19-25

July 26-31

Join us each week as we pray for our pastors and
churches.

Mark Williams // Lyons Creek Baptist
Church
Randy Troutman // Marbledale Baptist
Church

Lewis Thomas // Mascot Baptist Church
Fred Wade // Meadow View Baptist
Church
Dana Fachman // Meridian Baptist
Church

Jim Haggard // Middlebrook Pike
Baptist Church
Ernie Sands // Mooreland Heights
Community Church
Chris Hutchins // Mount Carmel
Baptist Church

Goal: Every KCAB church would develop or

conduct one or more local mission trip

partnerships in Knox County during 2020. Due

to COVID-19, many groups and individuals that

were going over there must now find new ways

to serve here.

Date: To be determined by the project or focus

areas you choose. You can plan a project within

your church community or call Bonita Wilson

at KCAB for assistance at 865-693-9097.

Opportunities to Serve:
-Prayer

-Engage 10/10

-Neighborhood Outreach

-Western Heights Baptist Center

-Montgomery Village Baptist Center

-Church-to-Church Outreach

As churches begin to open, we

want to continue to provide our

church leaders with resources

to make the reopening process

smooth and safe. You can visit

our resource page here:

www.kcab.org/coronavirus

We also have MASKS available

for FREE at the association

office. If your church or

ministry is in need of any
number of reusable masks,

please email info@kcab.org

COVID-19
Update





@liveitoutkcab

Knox County
Association of

Baptists

@liveitoutkcab

KCAB Staff
Director of Missions

Phil Young, 865-693-9097
cell # 865-310-5305
pyoung@kcab.org

twitter:  @philyoungkcab

Camp Ba Yo Ca
Alan Snyder,  865-453-6274

camp@campbayoca.com

Montgomery Village 
Tom Hodges, 865-577-6244

mvbaptistcenter@gmail.com
 

Western Heights 
Shannon Washam, 865-525-9068

baptistcenter@aol.com

Project Knox 
Bonita Wilson, 865-693-9097

projectknox@kcab.org 

Nations & Neighbors
Bonita Wilson, 865-693-9097

bwilson@kcab.org

Facilities and Finance Assistant
Millie Badgett, 865-693-9097

mbadgett@kcab.org

Communications and Ministry
Assistant

Hannah Griswold, 865-693-9097
info@kcab.org

 KCAB Telephone (865) 693-9097

"The Lord is my
strength and my shield; 
in him my heart trusts,

and I am helped." 
-Psalm 28:7 
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Stay Connected With Us!

Camp Ba Yo Ca has been deeply impacted by

the COVID-19 Pandemic, and we are asking

for your help! To be able to continue Camp Ba

Yo Ca's ministry to children, youth, and

churches, we need to make up $100,000 in

lost revenue. Here is how you can help:

- Pray for the ministries of Camp Ba Yo Ca

-Send a donation to Camp Ba Yo Ca 

-Schedule a retreat at Camp Ba Yo Ca for your

church or group

You can donate by going

to:

www.kcab.org/donate

OR 

mailing a check to

P.O. Box 11028

Knoxville, TN 37939


