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o  Relationships matter.  During this pandemic, people

all over the world have found new ways to connect – and

for most of us, ways to “re-connect”.  We have spent

more time with our family and our neighbors (with

proper social distancing of course!) We have been

creative

in finding ways to meet with our small groups from

church. We have rediscovered the value of staying

connected. Let’s not lose this – relationships are key in

building the community of faith, in living out the grace of

the gospel, and for sharing the gospel of grace.

o  The Church is so more than a building. We have

certainly learned this valuable truth. While many of our

buildings are closed, we have not stopped being

the church. We have continued to worship, to disciple, to

minister to one another, and to find ways to engage

people in our communities. The church of the future will

need to stay focused on being the church beyond the

walls of our buildings.

o  Start-Stop-Sustain-Simplify.  This period of “forced

change” is helping us evaluate what we do, and most

importantly “why” we do it.  Keep the analysis alive as

you move forward. Constantly evaluate what, how, and

why you do what you do.  Ask these questions often:

o  What are we not doing that we need to start;
o  What are we currently doing that we need to stop;
o  What are we currently doing that we need to sustain;

o  What are we currently doing that we need to simplify.

Last month I shared with you a quote from Tod Bolsinger
regarding the rapidly changing culture we live in.
Bolsinger writes, “The world in front of you is nothing
like the world behind you.”  Without question, the
COVID-19 Pandemic has changed the world we live in. 
We have all made adjustments in our lives – some we
like, some we don’t, and some we never dreamed
possible.  As the time period extends, our thoughts and
efforts are beginning to shift from “how do we get
through this”, to “how do we emerge out of this better
and stronger”. When we think of moving forward,
consider the image of driving your car.  Cars are
equipped with both a rear-view mirror and a
windshield. Both serve a vital purpose. The rear-view
mirror is helpful for backing up, and also for seeing what
is behind you (and possibly monitoring the behavior of
your children in the back seat!) The windshield is what
you look through to see where you are going.  One is
helpful for backing up, the other for going forward. I want
to encourage you to keep your focus on moving forward.
What are we learning during this pandemic period that
will enable us to be more intentional in living our God’s
mission? As the cultural landscape continues to change,
we can look back at where we were and long for the “good
‘ol days”, or we can take some important lessons with us
to more effectively navigate the road ahead. 
Consider some important lessons we are learning during
this pandemic:

o  We can accomplish a lot together when we
cooperate with one another.  One thing I hope we carry
forward with us is a spirit of cooperation, and not a spirit
of competition.  So much more can be done if we work
together in a spirit of unity.
o  Find ways to meet the needs of others.  The spirit of
serving others in need has been strong.  The Church
must continue to look beyond its walls and reach out to
meet the needs of people in their communities. Moving
forward, let’s “consider others more highly than we do
ourselves”.
o  Stay in a constant Learning Curve.  We have all
learned new skills and techniques during this time – from
live-streaming services, to video meetings, to online
giving and shopping.  While learning curves can be
challenging, they are necessary to moving forward.  Don’t
wait for something like a pandemic to force you to learn
new things – stay in a constant learning curve.

F ROM  TH E  D I R E C TOR  O F  MISS I ONS
The World in Front of You looks Nothing Like the World Behind You 

EKKLESIA-MISSIO DEI

The churh on God's mission

These are just a few things we are learning that I hope
we carry with us moving forward. I don’t know if you
have ever tried driving your car by only looking through
your rear-view mirror. While it may be fun for a brief
moment, it is both inefficient and ineffective – not to
mention extremely dangerous! It’s okay to take a quick
glance back, but keep your focus forward on where God
desires you to be.  Remember, “the world in front of you
looks nothing like the world behind you.”
                                                                          Grace and Peace!



Baptist Centers
continue to serve the

community
Western Heights and Montgomery Village

Baptist Centers are continuing to serve the
community during the COVID-19

pandemic. Both of these centers are

continuing to use their resources to meet

many of the physical and spiritual needs
by offering food, clothing, household items,

and most importantly, teaching God's Word

by introducing people to Jesus! 

Ways to Get Involved: 
Both of our Baptist Centers are always

taking donations to help continue their

ministry in the community. The most

urgent needs include hygiene supplies,
cleaning supplies, and nonperishable

food items. For more information on what

you can do to help, please visit our website:

www.kcab.org or call 865.693.9097.

Contact Western Heights:  865.525.9068
Contact Montgomery Village: 865.577.6244



Praying for our
pastors
Chris Garner // Gillespie Avenue Baptist
Ryan Moore // Glenwood Baptist
Bobby Lewis // Grace Baptist

May 3-9

May 10-16

May 17-23

May 24-30

Join us each week as we pray for our
pastors and churches.

 

Alan Smith // Grace Covenant Baptist
Wayne Roach // Greenway Baptist

Eugene Carter, Jr. // Greater Bush Grove
Missionary Baptist
Mark Keith // Grove Heights Baptist
Kevin Webb // Harvest Point at Valley
Grove

Wayne Trent // Hillcrest Baptist 
Greg Naude // His People Church
Dale Young // Hoitt Avenue
Missionary Baptist Church

Did you know that the KCAB offers FREE
Pray for Spiritual Awakening prayer

guides? This great resource takes you

through prayers for the lost, prayers for

believers, and prayers for Spiritual

Awakening in our city. Email

bwilson@kcab.org and we will deliver

your free prayer booklet to you or your

small group!

We have collected a multitude

of resources to help your

church navigate through this

unique time. Our resources

include information regarding:

questions to ask before

reopening the church, VBS

strategies for the summer,  and

counseling resources. Please

find all of these resources by

going to our website:

www.kcab.org/coronavirus

Coronavirus
Resources





KCAB Staff
Director of Missions

Phil Young, 865-693-9097
cell # 865-310-5305
pyoung@kcab.org

twitter:  @philyoungkcab
 

Camp Ba Yo Ca
Alan Snyder,  865-453-6274

camp@campbayoca.com
 

Montgomery Village 
Tom Hodges, 865-577-6244

mvbaptistcenter@gmail.com
 

Western Heights 
Shannon Washam, 865-525-9068

baptistcenter@aol.com
 

Project Knox 
Bonita Wilson, 865-693-9097

projectknox@kcab.org 
 

Nations & Neighbors
Bonita Wilson, 865-693-9097

bwilson@kcab.org
 

Facilities and Finance Assistant
Millie Badgett, 865-693-9097

mbadgett@kcab.org
 

Communications and Ministry
Assistant

Hannah Griswold, 865-693-9097
info@kcab.org

 KCAB Telephone (865) 693-9097

@liveitoutkcab

Knox County
Association of

Baptists

@liveitoutkcab

"Count it all joy, my brothers,
when you meet trials of various

kinds, for you know that the
testing of your faith produces

steadfastness."
James 1:2-3
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Knox County Association of Baptists
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A Note on Upcoming Events
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Stay Connected With Us!

COVID-19 has affected almost every aspect of our lives over the

course of the last few months. With new information everyday,

changes to events and activities happen fast, and it can be

confusing to know where to find accurate and up-to-date

information. To find our most current calendar with

information on cancelled and rescheduled events, please visit

our website calendar by going to www.kcab.org/calendar. 


